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Sect ion  A:  Read in g  

 

Qu est ion s 1 - 3  

 

The passage studied in Sect ion A was a powerful piece of writ ing from  David 

At tenborough, drawing com parisons between m ankind and apes and their  

use of team work as a defining factor in their  dom inat ion over others. The 

passage proved to be accessible to alm ost  all candidates, with very few 

experiencing any difficult ies in reading com prehension.  Quest ion 1 was 

worth two m arks and was done well by alm ost  all candidates.  Quest ion 2 

asked candidates to out line the different  roles played by the hunt ing 

chim panzees. Bet ter answers were those that  clearly dist inguished between 

the different  roles and were able to br iefly explain them . Weaker answers 

did not  always give a full out line of the roles or lacked focus and wrote 

about  other elem ents of the passage. As always, the key discr im inator in 

Sect ion A is the higher m ark tar iff quest ion 3 and its focus on developing an 

interpretat ion and showing an understanding of the writer ’s technique. I n 

this instance candidates were asked to focus upon how the writer t r ies to 

interest  the reader in the subject  m at ter. Bullet  points offered further 

support  for st ructur ing an answer around the differ ing presentat ion of the 

two types of m onkey, the links that  the writer m akes between anim als and 

hum ans and a focus on language and the writer ’s techniques. The topic was 

of interest  to m ost  candidates and alm ost  all candidates were able to 

respond to som e parts of the passage. Able students were able to analyse a 

range of techniques effect ively and recognising the m any ways in that  the 

writer sought  to engage the reader, such as his focus upon telling and 

excit ing and at  t im es harrowing story whilst  also drawing us into a painful 

recognit ion of ourselves in som e aspects of the behaviour of the m onkeys. 

There were m any quite com petent  m iddle band answers that  again 

com m ented on a range of features, though wrote m ore about  the hunt  and 

less about  the com parisons with m ankind. As has happened in the past ,  

som e candidates were able to find the relevant  text  but  were less able to 

use the text  to craft  an explanat ion. Linked text  and paraphrase does not  

const itute an explanat ion. Weaker answers tended to recognise the 

differences between the m onkeys but  often said lit t le or nothing on the 

writer ’s techniques. Som e com m ented on the picture whilst  from  others it  

received very lit t le at tent ion at  all.  

 

Sect ion  B:  Read in g  an d  W r i t in g  

 

Qu est ion  4  

 

Sect ion B was based upon the pre-prepared text  from  the Edexcel 

Anthology, Touching the Void and focused upon the differences between the 

two storytellers.  Many candidates were well prepared and showed a st rong 

involvem ent  with the passage. Bet ter quality answers recognised a range of 

differences and were able to com m ent  on them  together with the devices 

used to com m unicate them .  Weaker answers tended to be narrow in their  

ident ificat ion of difference, tending to recognise that  Sim on was calm  and 

lacking in em ot ion whilst  Joe was quite the opposite. There were differences 



 

in interpretat ion as to whether Sim on was pragm at ic and level-headed or 

callous and cruel in his assessm ent  of the situat ion.  

 

Qu est ion  5  

 

The writ ing task in Sect ion B was linked to the reading task in sect ion B and 

asked candidates to write about  a t im e when they were let  down by 

som ebody. Most  candidates had a lot  to say, especially when vent ing fury 

about  parents or fr iends and the quest ion seem ed to inspire m any to write 

at  som e length. Bet ter answers were able to craft  a response based upon 

em ot ion without  allowing the em ot ional dim ension to displace the need to 

relate an event  or an anecdote. Weaker responses were som et im es very 

short  and undeveloped. Som e st ruggled with paragraphing and textual 

cohesion was a com m on problem  as was the inconsistent  use of tenses and 

verb/ noun agreem ent . 

 

Sect ion  C:  W r i t in g  

 

Qu est ion  6  

 

The act ivity asked candidates to write a let ter to a fr iend or relat ive visit ing 

where you live. This quest ion gave m any an opportunity to write engagingly 

about  their  relat ionship with their  own locale. Bet ter answers developed a 

clear sense of relat ionship between let ter writer and receiver and also 

generated a sense of excitem ent  at  their  im m inent  visit .  Weaker responses 

were often br ief and tended to list  places that  would be visited or events 

that  would take place, without  any real sense of the person being writ ten to 

and their  relat ionship with the writer. Language cont rol and clar ity was 

often an issue with weaker answers often being shorter and st ruggling with 

tense cont rol and the appropriate use of future/ present  tenses and irregular 

verbs. As before a key discr im inator between Band 2 and Band 3 writ ing is 

that  of st ructure and once again weaker responses were often lacking in 

paragraphing and a sense of st ructural cohesion. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Further copies of this publicat ion are available from  

Edexcel Publicat ions, Adam sway, Mansfield, Not ts, NG18 4FN 

 

Telephone 01623 467467 

Fax 01623 450481 

Email publicat ion.orders@edexcel.com 

Order Code UG030401 January 2012 

 

 

For more informat ion on Edexcel qualificat ions, please v isit   

www.edexcel.com / quals 

 

 

Pearson Educat ion Lim ited. Registered com pany number 872828  

with its registered office at  Edinburgh Gate, Harlow, Essex CM20 2JE  


